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Marina Del Rey Day by Cesar Perez 

 

On a beautiful and balmy 
Saturday morning that felt 
more like early July than 
early October, our fellow 
MDRAngler volunteers set 
up shop on the most 
attractive piece of real estate 

in park, in the festival, and in the city. Centered between the 
White Sea Bass pens and the fishing ramps, our club 
information booth sat peacefully facing the marina, away 
from carnival rides and noisily busy bounce houses. 
The morning began slowly with only a few kayakers, and 
young couples slowly drifting past. So slowly that it almost 
seemed like bad placement, until the Coast Guard chopper 
and rescue boats pulled up directly in front to give a public 
demonstration of rescue maneuvers. Then the rising tide of 
spectators came in lining up against the rail, pointing, and 
taking pictures of the action. I leaned back in my chair 
shielded from the sun, watching the show, and thought for a 
moment that membership does has its privileges.  
 

When maneuvers ended, the crowd shifted focus to our 
exhibits. The WSB pens enjoyed a steady stream of 
patronage all day, as did our booth. We collected dozens of 
names for our raffle, and answered many questions, from 
distant visitors and locals. The most popular, by far, was the 
fishing ramps. Interest exceeded capacity all day long. 
Although very few fish were brought up, the chum and the 
bait kept small schools close to the surface, active and 
entertaining the kids. 

 
The end of the day was a different story.  The pen was closed 

and the ramps were empty. All eyes on the booth as a crowd 
gathered around to hear the result of the raffle, and to see 
who would be walking away with a new rod/reel combo. 
The winner is... Rosie Trinidad  of Inglewood!  A round of 
applause.  But the crowd did not quickly disperse.  
 

Instead they mulled about, and a fog of disappointment 
came in off the ocean. To head 
that off, the decision was 
quickly made to give away one 
of the rods used on the fishing 
pier. This brought excitement 
back to the crowd.  And the 
winner was 8 year old Cold 
Ward  of Inglewood.  Making 
his family very happy they stayed but leaving behind the 
uneasy group. It was decided that a third and final raffle 
would bring necessary closure.  A final prize rod was chosen 
for a pink rod.  It was won by Ariana Vasques  (age 9) of 
Culver City.   (see photo) 
 

This turned out to be our silver bullet, for with our final 
winner, all were satisfied. We were left with firm hand 
shakes, good feelings and a marvelous sunset. Special thanks 
to big brother Keith Lambert, that setup, broke down, made 
both trips to the storage locker, and still generated all the 
positive interest in our raffle. 
Joshua Gerson for single 
handedly edu-taining the 
crowds in the WSB pen, and 
the guys that had all the fun 
fishing with the kids on the 
docks.  

 

 

 Upcoming MDRA Events 

  November: 
MDRA membership meeting will be chaired by Terrie Lavery, and will take place in the community room at Burton W. Chace Park, 
Wednesday November 9

th
 from 7pm-9pm 

Patrick Smith from Ships to Reefs will speak from 7:30pm to 8:30pm I hope everyone will come to the meeting and enjoy learning 
more about this wonderful project that is helping with enhancing fishing today and in the future. 
During the meeting there will be a silent auction of Elliot Wasser's fishing equipment donated by Gladys Wasser.  All proceeds go to 
the MDR Youth Fishing Program.  This meeting is where the membership votes to fill vacancies on the Board of Directors.   Let your 
voice be heard.  Cast your vote.  Tell the directors what you like about the club. 

December: 

Holiday dinner next month in lieu of monthly meeting. All members and their families are encouraged to attend. 

 



 

Member Fish Report             

Fish Report from Jose Govea 

) ÈÁÖÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ȰÇÅÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÌÏÂÓÔÅÒ ÆÉÓÈÉÎÇȱ ÂÕÔ ÈÁÄ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ 
fully commit. The nets are bulky, storage is not always easy or clean, everything 
done in the wee hours of the night.  
I decided to give Capt. Dave Yumori aka 
Capt. Midnight, a call, due to all of the 
fishing reports from the last two years, he 
seemed very knowledgeable, as well as 
committed to helping bag my share of 
bugs. 
After working a very long day, with no 
time for a nap, I met Capt. Yumori at the 
Redondo Beach boat launch at 11:00 pm 
and pushed off with two other anglers. He 
was very professional, baited up and 
already had a spot staked out. Once 12:01 
hit the Promar Ambush hoops were baited and dropped. The wait was on. While 
he recommends bring some light tackle, fin fish were not on my mind. 
After a bit of a soak, we stared to pull the nets. Although the boat is roomy, it is 
not a 6-pack boat with all the hooping gear on board, although ÔÈÅ Ȱ3ÌÁÍÍÅÒȱ 
sports a mechanical winch and pulley. 

This worked out great as 3:00am rolled around.  I was up 22 hours at that point, and exhausted. I 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÃÁÌÌ ÈÏ× ÍÁÎÙ ×Å ÐÕÌÌÅÄȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ φπ ÓÈÏÒÔÓȟ ψ 2ÏÃË #ÒÁÂÓȟ ÁÎÄ ρ 3ÃÕÌÐÉÎȟ ×Å 
had 15 keepers. 
 We docked at about 4:00~5:00am, split the catch and I made the long drive back home to the San 
Gabriel Valley. Once there, I awoke my wife and daughters to see the bounty of the sea! All were 
grateful, but none wanted any part of me or the lobsters, since we were both really fishy from the 
nights work. 

Best,  Jose Govea 
 

Want to share your fishing story? Please submit brief write up and pictures to 
mdraeditor@gmail.com 
 

 
Please be present at this monthõs meeting to 
cast your vote and fill the vacancies on the 
board of directors. 

Bring your check book! There will be an Elliot 
Wasser memorial silent auction, featuring the fishing 
gear graciously donated by Gladys Wasser.  All 
proceeds will benefit the Youth Fishing Program. 

  

       

  

mailto:mdraeditor@gmail.com?subject=fish%20tale


 

October Club Minutes  
 
We were reminded that the last full Scoop Newsletter 
contained an invitation to sign up at Ralph's Market for 
their Community Contribution Program. This costs us 
nothing but your purchases will result in a $$$$ 
contribution to MDRA. 
 
Jack Dreger reported he received 3000+ white seabass for 
our rearing pen. Unfortunately he and 1 helper had to 
carry the fish down the ramp in buckets and dump them 
into the pen. Jack would like to share this great arm/back 
strength exercise with more of the members next time. 
Our Club has raised and released over 85,000 white 
seabass in SM Bay over the last 14 years and it is great to 
know they are being caught again locally. 2011 has been 
the best year in memory to catch a "Grey Ghost" in SM 
Bay. 
 
Keith Lambert reported the Club got a lot of good 
exposure at Marina Del Rey Day on Oct 9. Our member 
volunteers gave fishing lessons on the dock to over 100 
kids and raffled off 3 rods & reels. We had an opportunity 
to meet a winner and congratulate her in person.  Rosie 
De La Trinadad was there with her two little ones in tow 
and told us she looks forward to using the rod. 

 

The newest angler,and winner of our first raffle, was presented with a 
new rod and reel at our meeting. Congratulations! 
 

Larry Brown and Jeff Morris reported on the recent Red 
Rooster Charter trip. They had great yellowtail action at 
Benitos Isl. and caught tuna to 80 lbs at Guadalupe Isl. 
They strongly endorse the Fishermans Processing Co. to 
handle, clean, package and store your catch. (See Larry's 
offer of free tuna in the Oct Full Scoop.) 
 
The feature of the meeting was a presentation by the 
Santa Monica Bay Restoration Foundation about their plan 
to rehabilitate reef areas around Palos Verdes at 
Portuguese Bend and Belmont Pier. SMBRF will partner 
with SM Bay Keeper and commercial urchin divers to 
reduce the urchin population and restore 133 acres of kelp 
reefs. We are planning a letter writing effort to support 
this initiative.  
Submitted for your approval, Bob Godfrey, Secretary  

Lia Protopapadakis accepting an MDRA plaque from MDRA 
Pres Joshua Gerson reflecting MDRA's thanks and appreciation for our 
$8,000 SMBRC PIE grant and for all of the great projects promoted by 

SMBRC to help clean and restore our SM Bay.  Thanks also to Sara 
Woodard who managed the 

entire grant project for SMBRF and helped us tremendously create a 
successful program. 

 

Special Thanks 
 

 Wendy, Ron and Howard of Izorline for instructing the class on knot tying. The simplicity of the knots, 
instruction and of course your professionalism were top notch. The product donated for practice and the raffle 
were much appreciated.       

 

  


