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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Dear Fellow MDR Anglers.  I hope this message finds you healthy and 
happy. 

Well, well, well.  The fishing this season has been nothing short of 
phenomenal both from my personal firsthand experience as well as 
from the many reports that have come across my inbox.  A few of our 
members recently returned from 5 days aboard the Red Rooster out of 
San Diego with limits of tuna and yellow tail.  Members have caught 
Marlin off of Catalina, limits of White Sea Bass in the Santa Monica 
Bay to Catalina and even a few Tuna have been caught off our 
coastline.  This is promising news indeed and I hope you will get out 
and FISH!!  A few of our members have even won jackpots, 
representing the long heritage of our club.  

We recently wrapped up our Youth Fishing Program for the year 
hosting well over 600 children from all walks of life.  This year we 
added an educational element to the trips teaching our local youth 
about the different types of marine environments along with 
sustainable fishing, effects of pollution and identifying our local 
species.  A huge shout out to Bob Kissling, Jeff Morris, Stan Zisser, 
Streeter Turner and Jack Topal for making this yearĴs program a 
success.  Of course we need to add in Larry Brown for securing our 
club a most appreciated grant from the Santa Monica Bay Restoration 
Commission along with his many monetary donations resulting from 
the raffles he holds aboard his long range charters.  Additionally 
Richard Somers has continued to procure the financial and volunteer 
aid of the Santa Monica Bay Sailing Foundation as well as the Del Rey 
Yacht Club.  Thanks to many of our members and non-members for 
donating your time for mentoring the youth on these trips.  Without 
your help, we could not have done all that we did and finally a special 
thanks to the individual and business sponsors to the Youth Program.  
Some of them include Lincoln Pico, Purfields, West Marine, Baja Fish 
Gear, Ralphs Super Market, Marina Del Rey Sportfishing, Queasypops 
and Captain Mike of the Betty O.  In this late hour, I may be forgetting 
some names, so to those that arenĴt mentioned, thanks.   

To wrap up this brief message, please, please, please go fishing.  Our 
fantastic So Cal coastline offers opportunities on ½ day boat, long 

range trips out of San Diego, throwing lures from the shore, spear 
fishing and more.  I hope you will use our local resources and fish.  
Whether you have kids, a full time job, or have the luxury of living in 
your golden years, GET OUT AND FISH.   

Lastly, thank you to all members for paying your dues, volunteering, 
wearing the jacket or hat and for attending the meetings.  Look 
forward to seeing you again. 

Tight lines, 

Joshua Gerson                                                                                     
MDRA President 2011 

 

MDRA KIDS 

fishing trip 2011  

by Cesar Perez 
Fun was had by all the afternoon of August 10

th
 aboard the 

Betty-O, as the first ever MDR Anglers "Bring Your Kids 

Fishing" day launched with great success. The water and 

weather were mild, and ideally comfortable for developing 

young "sea legs". On the way out of the marina, and to the 

structure, Joshua shared with our kids, the excellent 

environmental impact information that was given to all the 

children involved in our mentoring trips.  

The friendly on-board atmosphere was the perfect medium for 

teaching and learning, as the MDRA veterans and fantastic crew 

kept the young freshman on the fish. Green macks were the star 

of the day, thrilling the novice anglers, with plenty of calico, 

and a few toad sandies coming over the rail to keep things 

interesting for everyone. It was great to see and meet the 

supporting cast of our club members, and to be a part of the 

endowment and inheritance of our love for nature, the ocean, 

and the sport. Thanks to all the MDRA Youth fishing 

Volunteers for the great job they did, week after week.  My 

daughter and I had a great time out fishing with you.  

MDRAnglers Halibut Stock Assessment and Meeting 

Friday, Sept. 23, 5 to 7 p.m. 
Community Room 

Burton W. Chace Park

 



UPCOMING EVENTS: 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ .ǳǊǘƻƴ ²Φ /ƘŀŎŜ 
Park, Wednesday September 14th 7pm chaired by Ray Eichel. 
The speaker is Ryan Kittell from the Meteorologist webmaster 
marine program 

MDRA Halibut Stock Assessment and Meeting with Travis Tanaka 
Associate Marine Biologist California Department of Fish & Game 
Friday, September 23, 5 to 7 p.m. Community Room                  
Burton W. Chace Park 

Discover Marina Del Rey Sunday October 9th 11am-4pm at 
Burton W. Chace Park. We are currently seeking volunteers  
to serve at our booth for this event. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact joshuagerson@gmail.com. 

Club Meeting chaired by Joshua Gerson Wednesday      
October 12th 7pm. Topic TBA. 

Fishing class at Playa Vista Library.                                 
Thursday October 27th,6:30-8pm.   Topic:  Izorline class      
on how to tie Spectra to Mono/Fluoro. 

 

MDRA MEETING MINUTES 8/10/11  

Director Jose Govea chaired this meeting at Chace Park. 
Other Directors and officers present were Godfrey, 
Lambert, Pickford, Raymond, Zisser and Alt. Lavery. 

It was announced that our first annual Member Kids 
Fishing Day, on the Betty O, went very well. There were 
25 kids and grandkids plus their family/club members. 
Every one caught a lot of bass and mackerel, ate great 
burgers and enjoyed themselves.  

It was also announced that Pres. Bob Kissling has 
resigned and Josh Gerson was elected to finish the year 
in his place. Bob will be missed. He is one of the all time 
great volunteers for Club activities including being VP 
for years, co-chairing the Halibut Derby for years, 
Chairing Kids Fishing, hosting Casino Night Meetings, 
Texas Hold-em Contests and Holiday Dinners. 

Darrell announced we have 2200 white seabass 8-10" 
that ready for release from our grow out pens at the 
Park. This release will bring our total releases to over 
82,000 during the last 14 years. This Club should be 
really proud of our volunteers who have contributed so 
much to the recovery of this species on the west coast. 
The wsb are now being caught as far north as San 
Francisco. 

 

 

It was also noted that Ken Brock has joined the great 
fisherman in the sky. Ken was a member for many 
years, was a WSB Pen Pal and won many prizes in the 
Halibut Derby and held a world record from the IGFA. 

Steve Santen announced the Travis Tanaka of the DFG 
has completed the Halibut Assessment Report and 
wants to schedule a public meeting review his finding 
for us and others.   

NICK LAURELL of the fish Consumption Education 
Collaboration effort spoke to Club about how we might 
help them understand how to effectively get their 
message out to sport anglers. This effort is funded by 
the DDT settlement from Montrose Chemical at PV. In 
short the message is do not eat the guts or skin on 
anything caught from seal beach to Santa Monica.  

SIMMON from the windward Boat Yard also talked to us 
about mid season boat maintenance. 

CLUB SHIRTS AND YEAR BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE AND 
BEING DISTRIBUTED BY RAY EICHEL AT EACH OF THE 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS.                              
COME GET YOURS.     

Submitted for your approval,                                              
Bob Godfrey (aka) SOB Secretary

mailto:joshuagerson@gmail.com


Calico Bass Tournament 8/13/11 by Darrell Pickford 
 

We fished hard all day near the kelp on the back side of Catalina Island changing locations and 
anchoring for position in the changing tide. The bite was slow but we picked away at the 10ó to 
14ó fish until around 1:30 pm when conditions and the bite improved. Near 2:30 pm I reached  

for the last live swimming bait in our bait well, a very beat up sardine, pinned it on and pitched  
it near the outside of the kelp stringers. The bait sank near bottom when the Calico took the 

bait and headed for the kelp. My Avet reel and Calstar rod with 25# fluorocarbon held on and  
Vic Jedlicka netted the fish. 

My appreciation to everyone involved for the opportunity to participate in this  worthy event  

  

DRYC Calico Bass charity fishing  tournament. Benefiting the Little Red School House in Two Harbors. 

MDRA boats in attendance included Unreel, Three Flags, Wavelength, Afishanado, and Big Momma 

Congratulation goes to Darrell Pickford! He released a 4.2lb Calico to win  

He was riding on the boat Unreel with Bob Godfrey.  

Report by Keith Lambert from the Big Momma and the King Harbor Marlin Competition:                                                            
We participated with the KHMC boats. No fish caught. We were lucky with the raffles. Big Momma is a great ride. If you can participate 
in an event on his boat it is a good boat to be out on for big water crossings, stable and fully loaded with all the equipment for big game 
fishing.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Team of Ron Smothers, Ed McGovern, Wayne Picot, Tim Sheridan, and Keith Lambert represented MDRA at the event Friday Sept 9

th
 

and Saturday Sept 10
th

.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
We did see a marlin being caught at the 209. So we know a marlin was out there. 

NOTEWORTHY: 
PURFIELDS CLOSING AFTER 28 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY 
LOBSTER SEASON OPENS OCTOBER 1ST 

b9² 9CC9/¢L±9 5!¸{ Chw {h¦¢I /h!{¢ a[t!Ω{ 
STRIPED MARLIN SPOTTED OFF THE BEACH AT DANA POINT 
MDRA MEMBER RANDY SPROUT INVITES US TO FISH THE ANNUAL CAL YACHT CLUB CHALLENGE 

SUNDAY SEPTEMEBR 18TH -WEIGH IN 3-4PM 
AWARDS, DINNER TO FOLLOW- RESERVATIONS 310-823-4567 
 
  



 

 

MDRAnglers Enjoy Epic Fishing on 
Bluefin Tuna and Yellowtail                 
Club members Darrell Pickford, Sherwood Kingsley, 

Penelope Cornwall, Phil Bell and Larry Brown experienced 

limit style fishing on bluefin tuna and yellowtail on the Red 

Rooster 3 just before the Labor Day weekend.  There 

were flurries when every rod was bendo.  Many anglers 

reached their limits early and were catching for others, 

donating to the galley or releasing fish.  It's pretty 

awesome to see tuna boiling on the chum corner and  

inhaling every bait tossed to the sweet spot.  Day 2 we 

woke up at Cedros Island and were again treated to 

ravenous fish of another species.  The yellowtail were 

slamming the yoyo jigs and bait.  The Salas 6XJr and the 

High Tide jigs were irresistible. Closing in on limits for 

many anglers, Captain Cates dedicated Day 3 to scan    

the island hunting for trophies.  Phil Bell started it out in 

the dark with a 52# white seabass followed by a 44# 

yellowtail.  Later that day Phil also tied into a 150# 

thresher shark which tested every ounce of strength for 

angler and the 40# line on his Avet HX, and also provided 

a great meal for all of us that night and plenty of steaks for 

all of us to take home for the BBQ.  All MDRAnglers 

scored impressive sized trophy yellowtail giving us the 

opportunity to head back up to the tuna grounds to hunt 

for some bigger models of yellowfin or bluefin.  Just prior 

to closing time we found a very large school of stupid 

hungry bluefin tuna.  They weren't huge but it was a fun 

way to end a great trip.  The Red Rooster is a great boat 

with a great crew and we were lucky to have a great group 

of anglers and hungry fish.    By Larry Brown

If you would like your fish tale featured in the full scoop, please send photographs and brief write up 
to MDRAeditor@gmail.com 


